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Air Force and in all the branches of national defence.
This should not be confused with any movement
towards the spread of mass education. The problem
of mass education on a compulsory basis has its
peculiar difficulties in India. Once our Government
is nationalised, there will no doubt be any han-
kering after English education in the primary
standards. It is an admitttd fact that everywhere the
demand for English teachers in the primary schools
in villages has been insistent throughout, but now
with this nationalistic tendency to make vernaculars
as the medium of instruction, the aim of a united
India through a common language can be only
Utopian; in fact the result will be that India will be
broken up and divided into separate political units
on a linguistic basis. How far such a result will be
consistent with the goal of independence for India,
as a whole, is a moot question. Furthermore, what
about text-books, even in a proposed common
language like Hindi ? And what about the supply of
suitable teachers ? It will take years for a province
like Madras to get Hindi teachers amongst the Tamil
and Telugu population, and in compact, homo-
geneous States like Mysore, where Kannada is the
language, it will be impossible to substitute it as a
compulsory language within, even a generation.
It is hardly necessary to emphasise that the
English language is the largest spoken in the whole
world today, and who knows within another hundred